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Commie Killers Abound? 



Commodore users are 
people, too. People kill, and 
are alleged killers. Not 
surprisingly, plenty of 
criminals have used the 12- 
15 million C-64s which have 
probably touched 60 million 
hands in trade. According to 
LOADSTAR'S Washington 
DC source, Bernard 
Sussman, Timothy 
McVeigh, accused 
Oklahoma City Bomber, 
made a little money using 
his C-64 at one time. He's 
.pictured here from his 1988 
yearbook of theXXS. 
Army Infantry Training 
Center in Fort Benning, Ga. 
McVeigh is charged with 
constructing a two-ton bomb 
of ammonium nitrate and 
fuel oil that was detonated 
April 19 in front of the 



Oklahoma City, Okla., 
federal building, the 
deadliest act of terrorism 
U.S. history. 

George Trepal, 
alias The Mensa 
Murderer, was another 
commodore user who 
went postal. You can 
read about is antics in 
Poison Mindby Jeffrey 
Good and Susan Goreck. 
Morrow, $22. 

October 1988, in 
the small central Florida 
town of Alturas, a 
41 -year-old waitress 
named Peggy Can- 
succumbed to symptoms 
doctors were unable to 
explain. Her feet burned, 
her hair started falling 
out, she couldn't speak or 
open her eyes. Within 




days she lapsed into a coma 
from which she would never 
awaken. Her son and stepson, 
both healthy teen-agers, and 

(Continued on page 3) 



Reduce Computer Eye Strain 



Whenever my wife 
catches me computing in the 
dark, she tells me to to turn on 
the lights. She claims that I 
need the light or I'll strain my 
eyes. I never understood this 
concept. The only time my 
eyes feel tired is during 
allergy season. So I tell her, 
"Honey, the monitor is a light. 



Ambient light only fights 
against the monitor." 

She throws up her hands 
and tells me I should know 
better. Well now I have 
vindication. I was led to the 
following URL by chance, and 
found a wealth of information. 
Internet surfers might want to 

(Continued on page 2) 



"My 28.8 BPS modem and 

Novaterm 9.6 are however 

the newest and best that are 

available. For text use of the 

Internet, there is not another 

computer platform that can 

match my system's 

capabilities. " 



NovaTerm 
9.6 Review 



by John Elliott. I obtained 
the earlier version of Novaterm 
when I bought from PPI a 28.8 
bps modem for my c64. I 
already had the Swiftlink 
interface cartridge which would 
let me use the faster modem 
with my computer, but did not 
have software that would work 
at that speed over phone lines. 
Flow Control Novaterm permits 
control of speed from 300 to 
34,400 bps (the Swiftlink 
speed). Once modem speed 
passes 9,600, the command bar 
disappears so that incoming text 
can be handled more easily. 

My screen was filling up so 
quickly with text at the faster 
speed that it became illegible 
due to over printing. Nick 
reminded me to use the flow 
control switch in the menu. 
When this automatic adjustment 
to my c64 speed took place, 
everything was readable. 

Screen color, text fonts and 
line length are menu adjustable 
for ANSI (Commodore color 
bulletin boards with graphics), 
and the more standard VT 102 
40 and 80 column screens. 

A buffer is created which 
can act as an intermediary 
between the disk drive and the 
modem. Files can be sent from 
the drive or computer to the 
buffer before going on line so 
that the speed advantage of the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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LOADSTAR LETTER 



Wayne Worlie: Reader Of The Month 



Wayne Worlie was born 2-27-27 in South 
Dakota. Now he's a retired rail worker (since 
1981) living in Miles City, Montana. In 1983 
his son asked him, "Dad, why don't you have 
a personal computer?" Wayne responded, 
"What would I want with one of those? Punch 
in 2+2 and get 4?" His son went ahead and 
purchased a C-64 for Wayne on the Christmas 
of 1983. Wayne begrudgingly accepted the 
gift, and struggled with it until February 27, 
1984, when again his son dropped hardware on 
his lap. This time it was a 1571 disk drive. At 
this, Wayne said, "now we're cooking!" 

Computing became loads easier for him 
and he became an avid computerist. He now 
owns every LOADSTAR there ever was, and a 
good portion of most C-64 titles ever 
published. 

Send your photo and bio to LS Letter 
Reader of the month: 606 Common 
Street, Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 



A Few Computer Rip-offs 




m 









mi 



When you 
think of rip- 
off, you don't 
usually think 
of computer 
services. 
After all, 
computers 
are a sterile, 
white-glove 
field. The 
only computer criminals are 
hackers, right? In 1984 1 sent off 
$21 of my church's money to a 
Commodore Software Club and 
they flew south with the cash. 
But that falls under the category 
of mail order rip-offs, not 
necessarily computer rip-offs. 




Computer rip-offs are a 
different animal in my mind. To 
me a computer rip-off is a 
scheme where a company 
charges you unnecessarily and 
blames it on computer 
processing. Th&fee was 
invented to squeeze more 
money out of unsuspecting 
customers. I often mentally 
replace fee with "because you'll 
pay it if we call it that." Mr. 
Jones, on top of your $40.00 
phone bill, we just billed you 
for that newfangled touch tone 
thingy because we know you '11 
pay it if we call it that. 

We've all seen that 
commercial where Nick and 
Rob will find your lost family 



members and friends for $39.95 
+ $10.00 processing fee if you 
call their 800 number. The 
service is legitimate, but why 
charge an additional $10 
processing when your entire 
business is processing? Why not 
just charge people $49.95. heck, 
call a spade a spade and say 
$50.00! Because we know you'll 
pay it if we call it processing! 

How about a toner 
cartridge packed with a new 
printer that's only a third full, 
ensuring a $100 refill. 

For months now Judi's 
laser printer had been warning, 
"drum near end" until finally 
last week it refused to operate. 

(Continued on page 4) 



Eyestrain Continued. 



{Continued from page 1) 
visit 

http://www. inforamp. net/ 
-poynton/notes/ 
reducing_eyestrain/index. html 
Charles A. Poynton does 
an authoritative job of 
explaining eye strain, and tells 
in detail how to prevent it in a 
few easy steps. He is a Fellow 
of the Society of Motion 
Picture and Television 
Engineers. He participates in 
several SMPTE standards 
committees, and in 1994 was 



awarded the Society's David 
Sarnoff Gold Medal for work to 
integrate video and computing 
technology. 

He states that our 
computing environment should 
minimize stress, and he gives 
these guidelines with the 
monitor turned off: 

• Minimize reflections 

• Control ambient light 

• Establish a suitable 
surrounding 

• Establishing a comfortable 
viewing distance. 



To test your screen for 
annoying reflections, turn off 
your monitor. Sit in your normal 
viewing position and inspect the 
dark screen for reflections. Try 
to arrange your environment so 
that you can see no intense light 
sources reflected from your 
screen. If you can't move the 
furniture, block your (reflected) 
view of the offending object 
with dark cardboard baffles. 

There is much much more 
information at the site. Check it 
out!H 



Here are the 
most common 
posts found in 
comp.sys.cbm 
according to a 
few of its 
readers. 

From: 

jamesch@ix.netco 
m.com (ChrisC) 

I can't get Such'n 
Such program to 
work. What's 
wrong with it? 



(notice absolutely 
no info as to what 
the problem is or 
* what type of 
system it's running 
on) 

— Another favorite... 

Somebody@some 
where. else wrote 

> Can someone 
please tell me what 
POKE I need to 
change the 
background color? 

Well, the 
background is 
controlled by the 
VIC chip, it is a 
complicated 
piece of equipment 
that will take the 
digital data from 
the computer and 
convert it to a 
video signal. Now 
the functions off all 
the registers are 
such .... 

<SNIP> 

...And that's 
everything you 
wanted to know 
about the VIC. I 
sure hope that 
helps. Any more 
questions, just 
ask. 

>Yes, I have one 
question, What is 
the POKE for 
changing the 
background color? 



LOADSTAR LETTER 



From "Bruce R. 
McFarling" 
<ecbm@cc.newca 
stle.edu. au> 
Organization 
Department of 
Economics, 
University of 
Newcastle 

>l would say also, 
"WHAT IS THE 
STATUS OF SLIP 
FOR THE 64" is up 
there 

Another category 
is needed for 'Is 
there a WWW 
Browser for the 
C64" and "How do 
I hook up an IDE 
drive to my C64". 

They are 
clockwork 
questions: if its 
been long enough 
since it was asked, 
you just know its 
going to come up 
again. Another 
clockwork 
question is "Can I 
run a C64 off of 
[1 2/6/5J volts 
without 

[damaging/burning 
down/frying] my 
[car/house/C64]? 
It came up 
recently, it 
probably won't 
come up for a little 
while yet. 

... but like the 
shark in Jaws, you 
know its just biding 
its time. 

From: Paul Allen 

Panks 

pap@dana.ucc.na 

u.edu 

Northern Arizona 

University 

1) For sale posts 
(mostly people 
wanting to buy a 
C64or128) 

2) Posts about how 
a program won't 
load or run, but no 
descriptions of 
what system it 
runs on or what the 
software name 
actually is, in some 



Killers Continued... 



(Continued from page 1) 

her 2-year-old granddaughter suffered from 
similar symptoms. 

Medical examiners traced the illness 
to a rare element, thallium, banned in the 
US since 1972. It had been planted in an 
eight-pack of Coca-Cola Naturally the 
police first suspected Peggy's husband, Pye 
Carr, who was having an affair at the time, 
and was rumored to have taken out large 
insurance policies on Peggy and their sons. 

But when detectives interviewed 
George Trepal, the Carr's neighbor, Trepal 
was not only unsympathetic over the 
demise of his neighbor, but expressed 
lingering anger over their loud music and 
unruly behavior. 

When asked by policemen why 
anyone would want to poison the Can- 
family, Trepal answered, "To get them to 
move," parroting an anonymous letter the 
Carrs had received months earlier: "Move 
out of Florida forever or else you 
all die." 

George Trepal may have been a high- 
IQ computer specialist, but he talked too 
much. I did a search for his name on 
Usenet and an Amiga program popped up. I 
couldn't find any C-64 programs written by 
him, but I did find that he had a past 
conviction for manufacturing illegal drags. 
He fit the psychological profile of a 
poisoner (passive, avoiding direct 
confrontation), but was too smart to leave 
any direct evidence of his crime. In the end 
he was brought to justice. 

Now the only question is did OJ ever 
use a C-64? U 



Novaterm Continued... 
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MACHINE (FGM) IS AN "ALL-IN-ONE" GRAPHICS 

THE C=6>». WHAT CAN BE CREATED WITH FGM IS 

BV VOUR IMAGINATION. JUST A FEU) EXAMPLES: 

BUSINESS CAROS SISNS 
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video titlimo 

newsletters 

calendars 

diagrams 

POSTERS 
FORMS 
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OUERLAVS 
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Get three full 2-sided disks full 
of history, hardware, and help. 

GR#1 maxes resources. 

Companion scans for soft solutions. 

GR Editor aids fiction writing and editing. 



Donald Ayers 

75 State Road 270W 

SturgisKY 42459 



From the 



(Continued from page 1) 

non-mechanical virtual drive 
can be used. Both reads (one 
line at a time) and up and 
downloads can take place 
between the modem and buffer 
as well as between drive and 
modem. Up and downloads 
require error checking. With 
Novaterm I can select among 
kermit, z modem and y modem. 
Your destination must also use 
the same error checking method 
for you to use the checking 
protocol available on your 



These features can be 
controlled while on line either by 
calling the memory resident help 
menu or by temporarily leaving 
the terminal mode to adjust 
parameters, work with your 
drives or use the text editor. 
Novaterm 9.6 

The new Novaterm retains the 
above features, enhances some, 
and adds a suite of additional 
facilities. 

I have used kermit and z 
modem to download large files. 
Z modem is many times faster. 
Y modem can now be used for 



both up and downloading. Since 
it allows "streaming" rather than 
sending in chunks of data, there 
is a speed advantage. Although 
I would like to use y modem, 
my shell provider does not offer 
that feature. 

The new disk and buffer 
modes both offer a number of 
additional features. I can with a 
menu system do batch saves and 
deletes of disk files from either 
mode. 

I can also do uudecode/ 
uuencodes from either mode. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Rip-offs continued... 



(Continued from page 2) 

Judi paid $200.00 to replace 
the dram. This expired dram 
worked fine all the way until 
the last page. It says in the 
manual that the original dram 
would print 3000 pages, 
which is about right, but the 
replacement would print 
30,000 pages. Anyone feeling 
paranoid with me? Here we 
have a working computer 
device that refuses to work 
until the manufacturer gets 
another $200. 1 would wager 
that the replacement was the 
same as the original except 
that the replacement either 
had no counter or was set for 
30,000 before it refuses to 
work. 

I have to work with 
service bureaus (people who 
own $50,000 printers) in 
order to print photographic 
quality images from my work. 
My pet fee? "Raster Image 
Processing, " which is 
affectionately termed the RIP 
in the industry. Before a 
service bureau can print my 
images on a color laser or a 
dye sub printer, they first 
rasterize it (show it on a TV) 
and that costs $14.00 locally. 
I think RIP-off and fee go 
hand in hand. I have to pass 
this fee on to my customers. I 
call it a "per digital pose fee" 
because I know they '11 pay it 



if I call it that. j 

Oh yeah, I forgot j 
to mention that a RIP j 
program sells for "only I 
#2995.00." A legitimate! 
cost is being passed j 
onto me — perpetually j 
mind you, but granted, a| 
cost once incurred. I 

I just wish people 1 
would earn their killing I 
like they used to in the 1 
good old days instead of I 
blaming computers. | 
Meanwhile I pay $X.95 1 
per month for an array | 
of ethereal services, and | 
the occasional labor fee E 
from Ma Bell: a $22.95 f 
"connection fee" for an | 
operator to cursor over I 
and press RETURN. U | 
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i(3t8) 687-4613 q 



• All RGB C-1 28 Color monitors 
$75 plus shipping. Cables not 
included 

• All C-64 Color monitors $50.00. 
Cables not included. 

» Some JiffyDOS equipment in 
stock. Call for availability and 
jprice*. . - ,. - ' 

Pre-labeled 3.5" DS/DD disks (50 
per box) $12.00 (ONLY .24 EACH!) 

Mastercard and VISA accepted. 



Centsible Systems 

9058 Mansfield Road 

Shreveport. LA. 71118 

(318) 687-4613 



fS 



Whether you are new to 
Bible Study or have been 
at it for years, this disk 
should prove to be a 
helpful study tool. 




It contains educational 

programs Bible games and 

quizzes. 

$7.50 US $9.00 CAN 

$1 1 .00 International 



.& 



Robert Dallmann 

31-65 46th Street 

Long Island City, NY 11103 

US Funds only, please. 
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Ctomp.sys.cbm Q&A :HP Printers with GEOS? 



David Matheson wrote: I 

have been looking at printers 
lately and have found a good 
deal on some HP desk jets. Are 
these printers compatible with 
GEOS? Are there drivers for 
them out there? Do they have 
Epson emulation modes? I 
need to know before I buy one. 
Bo answered: As far as I 
know, the answer is no, no, and 
no. I have a HP Deskjet 540 1 
use on the damn PeeSee I own, 
and have been trying for ages 



to get it to work with my 
128D. Not geoCable, not my 
printer interface— nothing has 
made it go. - Bo 
David Tuomi responded: I 
own an HP500 that I use with 
my 64/128. I have an Epson 
emulation cartridge that HP 
made a few years back. It 
seems to work fine with a 
Super Graphics Gold interface. 
But somehow an HP running 
an Epson emulation, with a 
interface card that is running a 



Commodore emulation, seems 
rather inefficient. It works 
fine, though, and is certainly a 
tribute to the raggedness of the 
emulations in place within 
these two devices. 
Jeff states: HP printers use a 
language which has very 
powerful drawing commands 
like postscript. When a printer 
emulates, it's no big deal 
technically its "native" mode 
is just another emulation or 
protocol. (21 



3) People asking 
for information on 
CMD's newest 
products 

4) Commentary 
about 

programming 
issues 

5) Commentary 
about Commodore 
computers 

6) Complaints 
about treatment by 
non-commodore 
people to 
commodore 
people at swap 
meets, thrift 
stores, etc. 

7) Complaints 
about the "slow" 
1571 or 1581 
without jiffy DOS 

8) Questions about 
software 

9) Knocks on the 
"old" commodore 
for 
mismanagement. 

10) Complaints 
about little or on 
Plus/4,1 6, vic- 
20, pet or Amiga 
coverage. 

11) Questions 
about copy 
protection 

12) Questions 
about copyright 
laws 

13) Humorous 
stories about 
people dreams as 
they relate to the 
commodore 
community 

14) Future of 
publications like 
LOADSTAR and 
Diehard 

15) Questions 
about ACE, 
Novaterm, etc. 

16) Commentary 
and debates about 
why the 
commodore is 
such a great 
machine 



LOADSTAR LETTER 



1 7) Commentary 
about "non- 
commodore 
machines". 

18) An occasional 
knock on Bill Gates 
and Microsoft in 
ppl's sig files. 

19) Problems 
getting old disks to 
load or save 

20) Attempting to 
transfer files from 
a PC to the 
commodore and a 
1541 

21) Questions 
about adventure 
game writing 

22) Questions 
about CP/M or 
another operating 
system such as 
GEOS 

23) Questions 
about old 
magazines or the 
people who helped 
work on them 
(pre-Commodore 
World) 

24) Questions 
about what's 
acceptable in the 
public domain and 
what's still 
available 
commercially 

25) Questions 
about various 
emulators 
concerning the 
commodores 

26) Questions 
about .D64 images 

27) Questions 
about all-time 
favorite games 

28) Concern about 
flaky power 
supplies 

29) Concern about 
flaky computers or 
keyboards 

30) Questions 
about how to 
change the device 
number in the 



Novaterm continued... 



(Continued from page 3) 
This means that I can 
perform these operations on 
files which are either in the 
buffer or drives. Uuencode/ 
decode is an important 
process on the net. It 
converts binary files into text 
for easy sending. All 
computers can receive them. 
Decoding programs specific 
to each platform convert 
them to their original image 
(gif etc.) or text form. This 
technique makes it possible 
to also send images or 
Preformatted text by e-mail. 
I own two earlier uudecoders 
(Fuzzy Fox's and Ace's) 
neither of which could I get 
to work. Novaterm 9.6's 
version not only works for 
me, but also encodes for 
sending. 



Like the Big Blue Reader, 
Novaterm 9.6 converts between 
ASCII, Pet ASCII, and standard 
Commodore screen mode and 
saves the result. The text editor 
directly reads whatever has been 
downloaded or captured. While 
it lacks many word processor 
features, it can read and operate 
on files many times larger than 
what can be worked with by any 
Commodore word processor. 
Since many text files 
downloaded from the Net are 
over 100 blocks, this feature is 
very important, especially with a 
c64. It's about time! 

I finally have a program 
besides GEOS that will use my 
PPI real time clock (and all other 
available Commodore clocks). 
Automatically on loading I can 
see in the top margin both the 
time of day and elapsed time. 
Data and time stamping does not 



take place. 

Novaterm 9.6 can be 
configured to all Commodore 
compatible modems from 300 BPS 
up, and to all interfaces including 
CMD's SwiftLink for the faster 
modems. 

Most amazing to me was 
what Nick had done to his buffer. 
As before, either a section of 
computer memory or a ram 
expansion unit can be designated 
as the buffer. If only computer 
memory is used, only 8k is 
available. For larger files, the 
workaround is that autosaves take 
place between to disk as the buffer 
fills. Since my REU has 512k, I 
have turned this feature off. The 
buffer is now treated as a real drive 
with its own ability to load from 
and save to disk. Earlier Novaterm 
versions required that a disk copy 
module be loaded to accomplish 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Treasured Photos Restored/Colorized 

Every family has old fading photos that need restoration before it's too 
late. J. L. Jones Photo offers simple restoration and/or colorization for $35. Your 
original is returned unharmed with a LaserColor. Second print is $8.00. Background 
.removal is free (preferred if background is damaged). If you only have an old or new 
jsnapshot, but you want a portrait, extreme retouching can completely transform a 
■picture for $50 first print/$8 second print. Retouching is seamless. Include written 
Instructions, even if it seems impossible. Makes a great surprise gift. 






Subscribe To the LOADSTAR LETTER! 



It won't be free for much longer! #36 
is the last free issue. Subscribe now 
and keep it coming in. The price 
increases to $18.00 per year on 
September 1, 1996! 
1 year (12 issues) for $12.00 

• News From Industry Leaders! 

• News From The Net 

• GEOS (TM) columns! 

• Reviews! Interviews! 

• Computer Humor From the Net 

• Commentary 

• Programming instruction! 






Subscription Form 

Return to: LOADSTAR LETTER 
P.O. Box 30008, Shreveport LA 71130-0008 



Yes! Sign me up now. I don't want to miss a single issue! 



Name: 



Address: 
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Novaterm 9.6 Review 



(Continued from page 5) 

those tasks. 

I now also have alternate 
buffer sources. GEORAM and 
BBGRAM were designed to 
work only with GEOS. They 
will also work as ram memory 
for non GEOS functions if 
attached to the REU port of a 
RamLink. Nick has 
configured Novaterm so that it 
can use either cartridge as buffer 
memory. My storage capacity 
would jump to 2 megs and be 
nonvolatile if I were to use my 
BBGRAM instead of my 1750 
REU. This week I bought a 
128D. Novaterm will also use its 
extra 64k video memory as a 
buffer. 

Since Novaterm does not 
reinitialize the buffer on 
reloading, the buffer stays intact 
if Novaterm is left, a separate 
program is run, and Novaterm is 
reloaded. This can all happen 
while you are still on line. As an 
experiment, I have downloaded a 
gif to disk, left Novaterm, run a 
gif decoder, viewed the gif and 
returned to Novaterm without 
interrupting my on line session. 
Since with JiffyDOS it loads 
from my 1581 in about 20 
seconds, the small gifs can be 
captured, viewed and the user 
can continue working on the Net 
in less than five minutes. 
Netscape 1.0, Minuet and PC 
Lynx all initially used this 
approach to handle gif viewing. 
An external gif viewer was 
called whenever an image file 
was met. 

During this entire process, 
whatever I had placed in the 
buffer remained. With a BBU 
or BBGRAM, the buffer would 
remain intact whether the 
computer was on or off. 

With my JiffyDOS 
equipped 1581, 1 am in 
terminal mode with Novaterm 
in 20 seconds. When I take the 
time to learn its scripting 
language, one key stroke will 
then dial my shell provider, 
access my mail, and Telnet to 
my browser provider. For the 
moment, I have assigned key 
commands and pass words to 
my function keys, so that 



typing is kept to a minimum. 

Although much of my e- 
mail is stored in my file area of 
my shell, I capture to buffer 
whatever I want to later edit or 
print out. If while on the Web 
with Lynx I come across an 
image or text file I wish to 
download, I can expect to take 
up to 2 seconds for each k. A 
120 k image file is not 
uncommon, and will take me 
four minutes to place in my 
buffer. At the best time of day, 
my PC at work would match this 
speed. 

My browser provider tells 
me they are using for those of us 
who Telnet in, something faster 
than a Tl line (which is faster 
than any modem). I have a 28.8 
BPS modem from PPI that will 
also let me use GEOfax. My 
SwiftLink works at 38.4 BPS. 
The time to go from power on to 
terminal mode with JiffyDOS 
and Novaterm is less than the 
time it takes my PC to scroll its 
configuration information across 
the screen. While cursor speed 
seems to be affected by how 
good a day my server is having, 
and how heavy the traffic is, 
downloading and moving 
among Web links seems to be 
equally fast at all times of the 
day, no matter how heavy the 
traffic. 

My equipment is state of 
the art. I bought my 1990 
Swiftlink from Doctor Evil 
originally to help null modem 



Commodore 64 Public Domain 



Support, for the Commodore &-t?it-e> olnco 1&&7 

ffl Quantity Discount Pricing 

^> Affordable^ from just $1 .00 a collection! 

The Best that PD/Shareware has to offer, including: 

1/128 <^ Games, Home Business, Utilities, Graphics, 

—*" -*■ Printshop, Education, Foreign Languages, 

Sports, Music, Demos and More 



transfers. My REU is the same 
age. My 28.8 BPS modem and 
Novaterm 9.6 are however the 
newest and best that are 
available. For text use of the 
Internet, there is not another 
computer platform that can 
match my system's capabilities. 

Even when Commodore 
users have access to a fully 
functioning slip and graphical 
browser, we will need Novaterm 
9.6 to make the connections and 
"remember" what we have 
found. By the way: My more 
experienced 128 friends tell me 
they are most excited by the 
support of the fast mode 80 
column screen in terminal mode. 

Novaterm 9.6 is available 
on either 1541 or 1581 disk for 
US$29.95. There is also a 90 
page user's manual. Send check 
or money order to: 

Nick Rossi 

10002 Aurora Ave. N. #3353 

Seattle WA 98133 

USA 

E-mail Nick at 

voyager@eskimo.com My 28.8 
BPS modem (or a 14.4 one), can 
be bought quite reasonably from 
Peter Fiset of PPI. E-mail Peter 
at fiset@easyweb.com Or 

1-800-easyweb El 




Send .32 Stamp for Complete Catalog or 

$ZOO* for Catalog & Sample Disk of 30 

programs ('refundable with 1st order!) 



&4 DISK COMNECTIO 



4291 Holland Rd., Suite 562- L • Virginia Beach, VA 23452 



internal 1571 
ofthe128D. 

31) Discussion 
about why they 
never made a 64D 
or produced the 
65. 

32) Questions 
about word 
processors, or 
other productivity 
software 

33) Questions 
about the longevity 
of disks 

34) FAQs, FYls, or 
other pertinent 
information 

35) Ways to extend 
the life of the 64, 
128, oramiga 

36) Getting more 
colors out of a 64 
or 128 

37) Complaints 
about the plus/4's 
keyboard layout 
and lack of 
joysticks or 
software 

38) Questions 
about ML 
programming 

39) Questions 
about compilers 

40) Questions 
about BASIC 

Regards, 

Paul Allen Panks M 
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Subscrit 
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two 1541 dlsks(orone 1581 disk) in their mailbox 
every month packed with news, articles and 
programs. These non-PD, high quality programs 
are written by the best homebased 
programmers in the field and edited by the 
crack LOADSTAR team of Fender Tucker and 
Jeff Jones. Subscription prices are at an all-time 
low of $69.95 for a 12-month subscription, or 
$19.95 for a three-month subscription. You may 
also elect to subscribe "by the month," where 
we charge your credit card $7.95 for each issue 
after it's shipped. We also offer the long line of 
standalone products below. 

Games Disk! The Compleat Jon: n 

Games! The whole gamut of gaming is covered here: 

artificial intelligence, role-playing, mazes, fantasy, 

science fiction, education and even nonviolence j 

(which was a radical 

concept in its time). These 

eleven games are among 

the best ever published on 

LOADSTAR. Listed on the 

menu in chronological [ 

order, so you can see how j 

Jon's style changed as the ' 

years rolled by. 1581 disk 

0021D3 $20. 1541 disk I 

#0038D5 $20 ] 

Puzzle disk! The Compleat 

CrOSSWOrd: Every crossword puzzle published in j 

Puzzle Page in one huge 

collection! Two hundred j 

twenty puzzles! It uses 

Barbara Schulak's 

CRUCIVERBALIST program 

to present the puzzles and 

allows you to "mark" a 

puzzle when it's solved so 

that you know which I 

you've solved dnd which j 

you haven't yet. Each 1541 disk contains 1 10 puzzles. } 

1581 disk #0020D3 $20. Disk one (1541) #0036D5 < 

$TCDTsRTwb~(T54Tj W057D5 W j 

CI 28 Productivity! The Compleat Lee 

O: Six of Lee O. Clinton's best serious programs for the !! 
C128 80 column mode. Finance, auto expense, a I 
kitchen helper, genealogy, resume writing, mutual :! 
funds! One 1541 disk #0032D5. One 1581 disk #0017D3 
$20.00 

Word Search! Super Star Search 1 : 200 

original word search puzzles by Steven Thomas and Art \ 
Dudley, presented by John Serafino's modern point ' 
dnd click program. One 1541 disk #001 1D5 One 1581 I 
disk #0008D3 $20.00 

Story disk! The Compleat ProseQuest 

'95: NEW! A 1641 disk with all of the entries in the 1995 
short story writing contest on it, including the three 
grand winners. Jeff Jones adds two spine-tingling 
novellas. One 1541 disk #0035D5 One 1581 disk 
#0019D3 $5.00 

Soft Wear! LOADSTAR T-shirts: Limited 

edition Fruit of The Loom T-shirts. LOADSTAR'S nemesis. 




f Knees Calhoon, stands up to regular washing and drying, j 
Where else can you find Commodore apparel? 50% 
Cofton//Polyester. $15.00 each with free shipping! Small 
#960025, Medium #960125, Large #960225, X-Large 
#960325, XXL #960425 

The Compleat Programmer: a best seiien ] 

More than two megabytes of knowledge crammed and \ 
stuffed onto eight 5.25-inch disks or two 1581 disks! In | 
I addition, tools, extensions, languages, assemblers, 
tutorials and utilities! 5.25 set #0005 D5. 3.5-inch disk 
#0005D3. $20.00 For $5 more, get C= Hacking MAG 1 
#0006D3 (on 3.5-inch disks) to complete your | 
programming set. \ 

PS Graphics! Compleat PS Vol. 1 over ( 

1300 artistic and never before published PRINT SHOP I 
images. Scan through the many PRINT SHOP images I 
sequentially, by name, or by group number. Press a key i 
and save the graphic you want in 2-block, 3-block and 1 
even PRINTMASTER graphic files! All that plus a printed \ 
guide! Each volume is $20.00. Vol. 1: C64/128 3.5-inch * 
disk item #0001d3. 5.2.5-inch disks item #0009d5. Vol. 2 i 
(graphics from past LS issues): C64/128 3.5-inch disk I 
item #0002d3. 5.2.5-inch disks item #0010d5. 

i Diskfulla Card Games! The Compleat \ 

Maurice: A compilation of 26 solitaire card games | 
written by Maurice Jones, the acknowledged master of I 
card game simulations for the C64/128. There's even a 1 
brand new, never before published game called i 
Boomerang. Two 5.25 inch disks #0007D5 or one 3.5 inch 
disk #000703. $20.00 postage paidl 

Oodles Of Stunning Art! Tutorials! The 

Compleat Walt: During LOADSTAR'S first ten years 

we have published 24 

of Walt Harned's 
J slideshows and | 

\ multimedia events. 

Now we've gathered j 

them into one huge 
[ collection: seven 5.25 
| inch disks or three 3.5 

inch disks! There are 

more than 250 
| pictures, including ' 
| some that have never been published. It may be the I; 
! greatest one-man collection of art on any computer S 
| platform. 5.2.5-inch disks order #070425 3.5-inch disks I 
) order #070423. $20.00 postage paid! 



I GEOS CLIPART 

I LOADSTAR presents a huge GEOS collection of \ 

1 clip art and fonts. All of the GEOS art that's ever | 
|^cppeciiJ9d-Oft-fXiADSTAR, -as : M^llcis-sc«i©-gr^Qt4Ues-fe>Ffi--| 
I GEOS fanatic Dick Estei, are available on twenty 5.25 I 
| inch disks or eight 3.5 inch disks. Most of this has never 1 
1 been seen before! Use these graphics in your GeoPaint, | 
| GeoWrire and GeoPublish documents or convert to FGM 1 
| with FGM utilities. Spiff up your GeoFAX documents with 1 
I the appropriate graphic every time! Prices are $20 for 1 
any two 3.5 inch disks, or any five 5,25 inch disks. You can I 
purchase the whole collection for $75 for either version. 1 




1 public domain clip art #0015D5 

I Disk 05 FONTS: More than 30 fonts from past 
I issues of LOADSTAR, plus articles (in GeoWrite format) ; 
I on creating fonts. Also two ready-made headers for use ;; 
I with your own documents, one a picture of o mail i; 
S truck; the other reading "FROM THE DESK OF" #0016D5 

I Disk 06, Disk 07, and Disk 08 GeoPamt 

■ and Photo Album files with the great clip artwork I 
1 featured on past LOADSTARS Includes I 
I GeoCurmudgeon, Anamalia I and II, Australian t 
! Animals, Valentine art and many more #001 7D5, 1 
I #0018D5, #0019D5 j 

I Disk 09 GOODYKOONTZ FILES: Jasper j 

1 Goodykoontz, born in Indidna in 1855, produced 1 
1 Goodykoonte's Perpetuol Cdlendar and General I 
1 Reference Manual (A Book for the Millions). This disk 3 
| includes scans from the book of a wide array of | 
1 subjects Gestures and Attitudes, Poultry, Craniology, 1 
| and more. #0020D5 I 

i Disk 1 OLD WEST: Scanned Artwork from Dick j 
I Estel's FRD Software mostly woodcut style art of the old | 
I west, gold rush days and pioneer scenes. #0021D5 1 

Disk 1 1 J. Needy Art/ Animals: Jennifer J 

I Needy works with a wide variety of subject matter and J 
I: materials. Disk contains some of her favorites, scanned 1 

■ into GeoPaint format. Side two is a collection of 1 
I scanned artwork of animals from FRD Software #0022D5 1 

DiSk 12 HOLIDAY: Artwork for New Years, 
Valentine's, St. Patrick's Day, Halloween, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas #0023D5 

DiSk 13 PEOPLE/FACES: Scenes of people 
and faces from FRD Software #0024D5 

Disk 14 FRD CLASSICS: Dick s choice of the 

best of the FRD collection #0025D5 

DiSk 15 DINOS/CLASSICS: Dinosaurs and 
other prehistoric beasts, as well as more first choice 
artwork from FRD. #0026D5 

DiSk 16 SPORTS/MISC: Dozens of sports 
I: related clips #0027D5 

Disk 17 OFFICE AND SCHOOL: cn P s to be 

I used at work and around the house -0028D5 

I Disk 18 MUSIC & MORE SCHOOL CLIPS 

5 #0029D5 

I Disk 19 SEASONAL AND HOLIDAYS: a 

| clip for any occasion #0030D5 

lDislt20^ SEASONAL AND HOLIDAYSta 

I clip for any occasion #0031 D5 



■ 



5.2.5-INCH DISKS j 

Disk 01 RAILS: Railroad art from Europe/USA I 
#0012D5 I 

DiSk 02 VEHICLES/TAROT: Artwork of old and I 

:: new autos; excellent GeoPaint drawings of the Tarot 1 

cardset#0013D5 j 

DiSk 03 CLIP ART: Includes converted MacPaint | 
files that have never before been available in i 
Commodore formot #0014D5 

Disk 04 OTTAWA/PRIME CLIPS: Artwork of 

the main landmarks of Ottawa. In addition, high quality 



| 3.5 INCH DISKS 

l The 3.5" disks are roughly equivalent to two and a half I 
i 5.25" disks. 

I Disk 1: Equals disks 1 , 2, 4B #0009D3 

I Disk 2: Equals disks 3, 6, 7A #0010D3 

I Disk 3: Equals disks 5, 8, 7B #001 1D3 

) Disk 4: Equals 9, 10, 11A#0012D3 

| Disk 5: Equals 12, 13, 11B#0013D3 

1 Disk 6: Equivalent of Disks 1 4, 1 5 and some bonus files 

I not on 5.25" disks #0014D3 

jj| Disk 7: Sports, Office and school. Music #015D3 

'r % Disk 8: Music, Holiday and Seasonal #016D3 

* For your convenience, GeoViewer is included. GEOS j 
jjj 2.0 suggested. 



Description Item # 
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Total 


liilllillilllillilll^ 
















vS;^iiiSMr:i'^te^ii«S 














1 








igillliS 


1 f 






| 








i 




I 


___ | | 


| 





: -v : - 



■ Name: 

■ Address: 



dit Card 



LOADSTAR, PO BOX 30008, Shreueport, LA 71130-0008 
Orders: 1-800-594-3370 infO: 318-221-8718 



□ 3.5-inch Subscription □ 5.25-inch Subscription 
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CMD • hardware . ORDERS: 1-800-638-3263?? «»mm • CMP 



HD S«*ie««CSI Mara Disk Drttes lR»MJi(«k (PowprBfliiked mm 



HD-40 40 MB (Limited Supply) CALL RAMLink Base Model (0MB, No RAMCard) 1149.00 

HO-170, 170 MB (Sped* Edition) $319.00 RAMUnk w/1 MB RAMCrd (Sp.cl.ll) S1W.00 

HD-500 500+ MB (Special Edition) $399.00 RAMUnk w/4 MB RAMCrd (Sp.cl.ll) *»»00 

HD-1000. 1 GB (Special Edition) $499.00 RAMCard RTC Option/Kit $10.00/$19.00 

HD-2000, 2 GB (Special Edition) $899.00 RAMLink Battery Back-up (Optional) $24.95 

' --^^ ■ — p ara ||ei Cable (RAMLink to HD) $14.95 




FD SWtfe* STiS"* Floppy Disk Drfimm 



? KMiDI a, Sound 



FD-2000 (800K and 1.6 MB) $179.95 ____ 

FD Real-Time-Clock Option/Kit $20.00/$29.00 Digimaster $34.95 

Box of 10. High Density Disks (1.6MB) $14.95 SID Symphony Stereo Cartridge $44.95 

Box ot 10 Enhanced Density Disks (3.2 MB) $29.00 Sonus 64 Sequencer, MIDI Interface, Cables $99.00 

— — - — Sonus 128 Sequencer, MIDI Interlace, Cables.... $99.00 



JiffyDOS 



(Specify computer serial number and drive model) 

JiffyDOS C64/SX-64 System $49.95 

JiffyDOS C-128/128-D System $59.95 

Additional Drive ROM's $24.95 



iMlstCieiiciriootis Hardware 



80-column Monitors (Refurb) oall 

Action-Replay Cartridge $59.95 

Aprotek 3-Way User Port Expander $30.00 

Aprotek User Port Extension Cable $19.00 

C-«4 Computer (Refurb, w/JD) $99.00 

C-64C Computer (Refurb, w/JD) $119.00 

C-64, C-64C Power Supply (Repairable) $39.00 

C-64, C-64C HD Power Supply (Repairabl.) .... $56.95 

C-128 Compute (Rettirb, w/JD) $179.00 

C-128 Computer (Refurb, w/JD, no PS) $129.00 

C-128 Power Supply (Repairable) $56.95 

Cannon BJC-4100 Color Bubble Jet Printer $399.00 

Commodore 1S41 Disk Drive* (Refurb, w/JD) .... $89.00 
Commodore 1541-11 Dtek Drive (Refurb, w/JD) . $109.00 
Commodore 1571 DWcDriv. (Refurb, w/JD) ...$119.00 
Comrmxtor. 1702 40-coluimMonHor (Refurb) $109.00 
Commodore 1 802 40-column Monitor (Refurb) $1 39.00 
Commodore SX-64 Computer (Refurb, w/JD) ... $199.00 

CMD EX2+1 3-Port Cartridge Port Expander $34.95 

CMD EX3 3-Port Cartridge Port Expander $29.95 

CMD Gamepad/Joystick Controller $24.95 

CMD GeoCaWe II Print Cable 6fL/15fL .... $29.00/$34.00 

CMD SmartMouse (1351 Compatible Mouse) $49.95 

CMD SmartTrack (1351 Compatible Trackball) ... $69.95 

Inkwell Light Pen Model 170C $75.00 

Monitor Cables CALL 

Mouse Pad $2.95 

MW-350 Printer Interface (0K/8K Buffer) $49.00/$60.00 

Panasonic KXP-1 150 9-pin Printer $169.00 

Panasonic KXP-2023 24-pin Printer $229.00 

Panasonic KXP-2135 24-pin Color Printer $319.00 



Big Blue Reader V4.10 (SOGWAP) $39.00 

CMD Utilities $24.95 

JKfyMON-64 (ML Monitor) $19.95 

The Compression Kit "94 (Mad Man) $39.00 



Collette Utilities (Handy Geos Utilities) $19.95 

Desk Pack Plus $29.00 

Dweezils Greatest Hits (NewToob2,Stamp,Label128) . $30.00 

FONTPACK Plus $25.00 

gateway 64 or 128 (Specify Version) $29.95 

geoBASIC $20.00 

geoCalc 64/128 $40.00/$45.00 

geoChart $29.00 

geoFAX $39.95 

geoFile 64/128 $40.00/$45.00 

geoMakeBoot (Makes Bootable copies) $12.95 

geoProgrammer $45.00 

geoPublish $40.00 

GEOS 64 V2.0 $44.00 

GEOS 128 V2.0 $49.00 

geoSHELL V2.2 (CLI for GEOS) $24.95 

International FONTPACK $25.00 

Perfect Print LQ for GEOS (User-like output) $49.95 

RUN GEOS Companion $20.00 

RUN GEOS Power Pak I or II (Specify) $20.00 



Anatomy of the 1541 $12.00 

C-64 Science & Engineering ..,.$12.00 

C128 Computer Aided Design $12.00 

C128 BASIC Training Guide $12.00 

Commodore 64 Tricks and Tips $12.00 

GEOS Programmers Reference Guide $35.00 

Graphics Book for the C-64 $12.00 

Hitchhikers Guide to GEOS $35.00 

Ideas for Use on Your C-64 $12.00 

Printer Book for the C64 $12.00 

Mapping the C64 $12.00 

Simple Internet $16.95 



i&tf^miina. & Video 



Handyscanner $249.00 

Pagefox $139.00 

Video Digitizer $189.00 

Videotex $89.00 



Lanquagrs S, Compilers! 



BASIC 64 Compiler (Abacus) $17.00 

BASIC 128 Compiler (Abacus) $25.00 

Blftzl 64 Compiler (Styles) $30.00 

Blitz) 128 Compiler (Skyles) $30.00 

Buddy 64/1 28 Assembler $39.00 

Cobol 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Fortran 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Pascal 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Power C 64 (Spinnaker) $14.00 



I i i » i MAk 



Increase Speed Up to 1500% while 
retaining 100% compatibility 

• Speeds up Loading, Saving, Verifying, Formatting and Reading/ 
Writing of Program, Sequential, User and Relative files unlike 
cartridges which only speed up Loading and Saving of PRG files 

• Built-in DOS Wedge plus 17 additional features including file 
copier, text dump, printer toggle, and redefinable function keys 
make using your computer easier and more convenient 

• ROM upgrade installs easily into most computers and disk drives. 
Supports C-64, 64C, SX-64, C-128, 128-D, 1541, 1541C, 
1541-11,1571, 1581 and more. __^_ 



Productivity 



Cadpak 64 (Abacus) $22.00 

Cadpak 128 (Abacus) $25.00 

Chartpak 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Chartpak 128 (Abacus) $25.00 

Data Manager 64 (Timeworks) $16.00 

I Paint v1.5 (128, 80-col., 64K VDC) (Living Proof) . $39.00 
I Port v1 .54 (128. 80-col., 64K VDC) (Living Proof) . $29.00 

Personal Portfolio Manager (Abacus) $16^)0 

Pocket Writer 1 (64) Digital Sol.) $35.00 

Pocket Writer 2 (64/128) (Digital Sol.) $65.00 

Pocket Writer 3 (64 or 128) (Digital Sol.) $70.00 

Pocket Planner 2 or Pocket Filer 2 (Digital Sol.) .. $35.00 

RUN Productivity Pak I, II, or III (Specify) $15.00 

RUN Super Starter Pak 1541 or 1581 $20.00 

RUN Works $20.00 

SEC Check Register 128 $29.00 

Superscript 64 (Precision) $15.00 

Superscript 128 (Precision) $20.00 

Suberbase 64 Version 3.01 (Precision) $35.00 

Superbase 128 Version 3.01 (Precision) $35.00 

SwiftCalc 64 (Timeworks) $16.00 

TWS 64 w/Speller (Busy Bee) $29.00 

TWS 128 w/Speller (Busy Bee) $39.00 

TWS Modules (HD/RL/lllustrator) each $5.00 



iTT^ifecommunicatioris 



Aprotek MMModem C-24 (C= ready, 2400 baud) $69.00 
Aprotek MWModem C (C= ready, 1200 baud) .... $50.00 
Aprotek Corn-Modem Adapter (for ext. modem) .. $19.00 
Aprotek Corn-Modem Adaptor CtMt $9.95 

BOCA 2400 Baud Modem $69.00 

BOCA 2400 w/SwiftLink and Cable $99.00 

BOCA14.4KbpsFaxModem $129.00 

BOCA 14.4Kw/SwrftLink & Cable $159.00 

BOCAV.34 28.8KbpsFaxModem $199.00 

BOCA V.34 w/SwiftLink & Cable $229.00 

Commodore 1670 Modem (1200 baud) $14.95 

Dialogue 128 $29.00 

SwiftUnk RS-232 Cartridge (Up to 38.4K baud) .. $39.95 
SwiftLink Modem Cable (DB9-DB25) S9.95 



Atomino $17.00 

Ballistix $13.00 

Blood Money $15.00 

Chompl $10.00 

Day in the Life of Prehistoric Man $19.00 

Escape Route $19.00 

Heavenbound $19.95 

Island of the Dragon $19.00 

User Squad $13.00 

Lazer Duel $14.95 

Lions of the Universe $19.95 

Mainframe $13.00 

Menace $15.00 

Navy Seal v $10.00 

Rings of Medusa $16.00 

RUN C128 Funpak $10.00 

RUN C64 Gamepak $10.00 

Skate or Die $13.00 

Slaterman »14.95 

The Amazing Spider-Man $15.00 

The President Is Missingl $10.00 

The Three Stooges $10.00 

Tie Break Tennis $16.00 

Total Eclipse $10.00 

Ultima V $17.00 

Walkerz $19.00 

Wings of Circe $19.00 

Wizardry 5: Heart of the Maelstrom $24.00 



CMD Repairs Computers & Drives! 



1.6 MB 3.5" Floppy Drives 






The FD-2000 disk drives utilize today's latest 

3.5 inch disk drive technology. FD-2000's 

support 800K (1 581 style) and 1 .6 MB (High 

Density) formats. Fast and reliable, they 

support 1541, 1571 and 1581 style partitions, Native Mode 

partitioning and can actually read and write 1581 disks. FD's 

feature built-in JiffyDOS, SWAP button and optional Real Time 

Clock. High capacity, speed and compatibility make the FD rightfor 

every application, including GEOS. 




Power-Backed Expandable REU 

The fastest possible form of storage, 
RAMLink provides instant access to files 
and retains data while your computer is 
turned off. Easy to use and expandable up 
to 16 MB, RAMLink utilizes the same powerful operating system 
found in CMD Hard Drives. Unlike Commodore REU's which are 
compatible with less than 1% of commercial software, RAMLink 
supports more than 80% of the commercial titles. RAMLink also 
offers built-in JiffyDOS Kernal, SWAP feature, reset button, enable/ 
disable switch, pass-thru port and RAM port for REU/GEORAM use. 
RAMLink offers maximum speed, expandability and compatibility 
with all types of software and hardware including GEOS. 



SCSI Hard Drive for the C-64/128 

HD Series Hard Drives are available in 

capacities up to 1 GB, are fully partitionable, 

and can emulate 1541, 1571, & 1581 disks 

while Native partitions utilize MS-DOS-style 

subdirectories. HD's connect easily to the serial bus or parallel via 

RAMLink. Includes built-in JiffyDOS, SWAP feature and RTC. HD's 

offer superior compatibility with most commercial software including 

BBS, Productivity and GEOS. And with new pricing, HD Series drives 

offer the lowest cost per megabyte of any C64/128 storage device. 

Shipping and Handling Charges 

Use the chan below to match your order subtotal with your shipping zone and method 




WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS 



Order Subtotal 


UPS 
Ground 


2nd 
Day 




AK 
HI, PR 


Canada 


Foreign 


$0.01 to $19.99 


$4.50 


$13.00 


CALL 


$15.00 


$5.00 


CALL 


$20.00 to $29.99 


$5.50 


$17.00 


CALL 


$17.00 


$7.00 


CALL 


$30.00 to $59.99 


$6.50 


$19.00 


CALL 


$19.00 


$9.00 


CALL 


$60.00 to $149.99 


$7.50 


$21.00 


CALL 


$28.00 


$12.00 


CALL 


$180.00 to $299.99 


$10.00 


$25.00 


CALL 


$35.00 


$20.00 


CALL 


$300.00 to $799.99 


$15.00 


$29.00 


CALL 


$40.00 


$25.00 


CALL 


$800.00 and up 


$20.00 


CALL 


CALL 


$60.00 


$38.50 


CALL 



CMD 



Cr«atlv« Micro D«slgn«, Inc. 

P.O. Box 646 

East Longmeadow, MA 01028 



Policies: CMD accepts: Major Credit Cards, Money Orders, COD and Personal Checks. 
Personal Checks are held 3 weeks. Customer is responsible for shipping charges on 
refusals. Most items are stock, contact CMD for firm delivery. Returns for merchandise 
credit only within 30 days with prior authorization. Credits are less shipping, handling, 
Info: (413) 525-0023 taxes, customs, duties, and a 10% restocking charge. No refunds or credits on opened 
Fax: (413) 525-0147 software. All prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 



